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As we start our Stewardship Campaign I am writing to you as one of our leaders at St Matthew’s to 
say a huge thank you for all that you bring to the life of our church. Your faith, your leadership, 
commitment and financial support make a huge difference. It is the faithful and consistent giving of 
committed members such as you that allows us to minister to our congregation and the parish.   

As you know, our giving to St Matthew’s is about more than money; it is all about our ministry. It is 
every service we hold, every couple married, every family welcomed for baptism, every bereaved 

family supported, every school assembly, every visit and home communion, every encouragement 
offered to those in need in our community. It is about our role in the diocese, our payment to the 
Common Fund which not only pays for me, but also enables us to support churches at work in the 
estates of our City and the villages of the County. Your giving makes this ministry possible. 

You know that we have many opportunities, and we need to respond to the spiritual and practical 
needs in our parish and to the financial situation that faces us. These are certainly exciting and 
challenging times. We want to be a church that grows and develops. The Gospel we proclaim is 
still hugely relevant to individuals and to our society.   

To meet these opportunities we are asking each individual and household to carefully and 
prayerfully review their financial giving to St Matthew’s. In 1 Corinthians 16:2 St Paul, encouraging 
the church in Corinth to give, said, “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set 

aside a sum of money in keeping with your income.” From this we see that our giving should be: 

• A priority: A first call on our disposable income. We give what’s right, not what’s left.  

• Planned: We should plan and review our giving to God through the ministry of this Church on 
a regular basis, using Gift Aid if we pay tax and, ideally, through the Parish Giving Scheme. 

• Proportionate: As God blesses us with all we have so our giving should reflect his generosity 
by us giving a proportion, a percentage of our income rather than a fixed amount. The exact 
proportion can only be decided through prayer and reflection before God. And, at the right time 
in our lives and having made adequate provision for those we love, we should plan to leave a 
legacy as a proportion of our estate.  

So can I ask you to take some time to pray about and review your giving; there is information and 
guidance in the enclosed brochure. Please look for a level of increase that feels right for you – and 
then ask yourself if you can step up to the next rung on the ladder. Then please act by completing 
the enclosed response form in the envelope provided and returning it to Clive. Your giving to God 

through the ministry of St Matthew’s will not only help our church’s ministry, it is also our response 
to God’s overwhelming generosity and will also help and encourage others as they also think and 
pray about all of this. The financial details of your response will be confidential to Clive, but I will 
be aware of the overall response and will write to thank those who respond.   

Julie and I have been here for almost two years. Thank you for the way you have welcomed us, 
and for the work we do together. I pray that we will continue to work together in the mission and 
service that God has entrusted to us here.  

 
With best wishes 


