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As we start our Stewardship Campaign I am writing to thank you for all that you have given to St 
Matthew’s over the years. Your time, your talents and your energy, as well as your regular giving 
through our Planned Giving scheme, play an important part in the ministry of our church. There is 
much for which we can be grateful and we look forward to all that is to come. 

We are privileged to serve both our congregation and our local community. Alongside our regular 
worship we have activities from Kids’ Church to FOSM. We have superb links with Walter Evans 
School, and lots of lovely weddings. We are active in serving our local community and reaching 
out to those who need help or encouragement. Our payment to the Common Fund helps support 
churches across Derby and Derbyshire – working in the parts of the City that are not as ‘nice’ as 
Darley Abbey, and in small village communities high in the Peak. 

As I am sure you recognise, the costs of this ministry are considerable – our budget for 2019 
(which you can see in more detail on one of the leaflets) says in 2019 we will need £1,420 each 
week. It costs us money to pay the bills that keep our church open and to support the work that we 
do. That is why our Planned Giving scheme is so important. It allows us to plan our ministries 
carefully based on the financial commitments of our committed members. The Planned Giving 
scheme also allows us to express our worship to God through regular and committed giving. 

Today I want to ask you, please, to review the amount you give to God’s work here as we seek to 
grow as a church. We want to sustain and grow our activities. As you will see from the enclosed 
brochure we need to increase our giving as a church by £173 per week. To meet this challenge I 
am asking you, along with each individual and household in the church, to do three things. Please: 

1. review your personal giving to our church. There is guidance on increasing giving in the 
brochure. Please look for a level of increase that feels comfortable for you – and then ask 
yourself if you can step up to the next rung on the ladder.  

2. return your confidential response form in the envelope provided before our Thanksgiving 
Service on Sunday 15 April at 10 am. 

3. optimise your giving by making it tax efficient through Gift Aid if you pay tax and, ideally, to 
give via the new Parish Giving Scheme. This makes it easier for you – and for Clive.  

As I have asked everyone to look at their giving, Julie and I will be doing likewise. For your part, 
whatever you decide to give to our church each week, or month, I know you will make your giving 
decision after prayer and reflection, being realistic, thoughtful and generous.   

Thank you again for the part you play in God’s work through our church and for your prayerful 
consideration of this request. 

With appreciation 

 

 


