
 

Quite a lot happened in December. Our 
magazine went to every house in the village, 
thanks to the Community Association and 
Village Events (there are not many villages where 
the church is so much a part of the community 
that other organisations will ask if they can make 
its magazine more widely available). Christmas 
Fair, Christmas Lunch, Christmas Services, 
standing room only for Christmas Eve, the list is 
almost endless.  

 

You might like to have a look at a fuller picture 
https://stmatthewschurchdarleyabbey.wordpress.com/events-2017/ 
 

The statistics for attendance in the last six months of the year are at  
https://stmatthewschurchdarleyabbey.wordpress.com/12-months-in/ 
 
For more information on the life of the church, look at the website 
 https://stmatthewschurchdarleyabbey.wordpress.com/ 
Follow us on facebook 
 https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewsdarleyabbey/ 
Pick up a Church Magazine 
Speak to Peter Barham (Vicar) or Caroline Audley (Administrator) 
 Church office 01332 552031 - steds.stmatts@outlook.com 
Come and worship - 10 am and 6.15 pm every Sunday 

 
 
 

 
  We ended the year singing 

 

“Good Christians all, rejoice and sing, 
Now is the triumph of our King. 

To all the world, glad news we bring: 
Alleluia!”  

 

Please will you help us as we continue to bring that good news. 

 

As we think and pray about Stewardship at Easter 2018, look 
back at 2017 and all that we undertook with the help of God.  

 
January’s Christingle service started a whole year of 
worship. Our 8 am Holy Communion has two new 
people who have started worshipping at that service 
this year. Our congregations at 10 am are growing as 
well - new people, and others worshipping more 
regularly. Most Sunday evenings a small group meet to 
worship and pray - new people at that service too.  
 
 

February had the Big Breakfast. 
Thank you to the Catering team for 
so much food, so much tea, so much 
coffee, so many opportunities to get 
together.  

 
Mothering Sunday fell in March. 
How many mums have we supported 
this year? How 
many families have 
benefitted from our 
ministry? 
 

Our Easter celebrations in April included children’s 
activities, Fauré’s Requiem sung by the choirs of both 
St Edmund’s and St Matthew’s, services for both of 
our schools (it takes three services to get all of Walter 
Evans plus their parents and friends into church), 
and the celebration that Christ is Risen.  
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In May we welcomed churchwardens from 
across the Diocese - we are part of an 
amazing network of churches. Our support 
for Common Fund helps churches elsewhere 
in the City and across Derbyshire. We also 
supported Christian Aid, one of many 
charities to benefit from our work this year. 
Our choir sang Evensong at Blackburn 
Cathedral. We said the Office of Nones, 
enjoyed talks on the Reformation, and 
hosted an Education morning for 
Derbyshire teachers.  
 

In 2017 we had:  
9 Baptisms, 
4 weddings, and 
6 funerals in 
 church. (We have 
15 weddings in 
the diary for 2018) 

Darley Abbey Day on 10th June saw the 
church busy all day. We are an important 
part of the Village, and we are valued by so 
many people (even if they don’t worship 
regularly). The FOSM Art and Craft group 
made this wonderful collage.  
 

 

During the summer, through July and August, we 
opened the church three afternoons a week. We 
welcomed some visitors, and used the opportunity to 
repaint the Fellowship Room. We want to have the 
church open again in 2018 - will you come and spend an 
afternoon or two here, welcoming whoever comes - 
ensuring that our church is not always locked? 

 
Bishop Alastair came in September for a 
Confirmation Service on St Matthew’s 
day. Among those confirmed were Bertie 
from our choir and Alex from St 
Edmund’s, plus visitors from elsewhere. A 
real celebration of faith and commitment. 
 

 
In October we celebrated Harvest, with 
our schools, with three morning services, 
an excellent lunch, and an evening Songs 
of Praise. We gave thanks to God for “all 
good gifts around us” as we worshipped 
together. We also celebrated our Heritage 
in our Open Day with the Derwent Valley 
Mills World Heritage site.  
 

Remembrance Sunday in 
November means a full church 
with participation from Kids’ 
Church, both schools, and from 
the Royal British Legion. We 
remember those from our village 
who gave their lives for our 
freedom, and we commit 
ourselves to work for peace. In 
2018 we will mark the Centenary 
of the Armistice together.  

 


