
SERMON – 18 MARCH 2018 – STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY – John 12.20-33 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

In the days when Julie and I preached in huge barns of Baptist Churches across 

the Cambridgeshire Fens, you would often find a little notice in the pulpit: “Sir, 

we wish to see Jesus.” It was quite often accompanied by another notice 

“Remember the deaf”. 

 

We have some Greeks, not native folk, not native Jews, people who want to 

know more, who want to meet this man. Perhaps they have stood on the 

sidelines watching, perhaps they have talked to people who have been 

influenced by him, but they want to see him, to meet him. 

 

There could not be a better text for a Stewardship Sunday service – because this 

is what we’re talking about. “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 

 

That’s easy enough – it’s a relationship, us and our Lord, us and our God – and 

it’s a relationship, it’s the offer of love – and it’s a free offer. We come to God 

as we are, with what we have or don’t have, and we are welcomed. There is no 

charge, there is no fee – we are loved, we are welcomed, knowing Jesus is a free 

gift.  

 

When a family phone me to organise a Christening they ask “how much is it?” 

“It’s free,” I say. “We are welcoming you into the family of the church. We do 

not charge you to bring your child to church, to give thanks for birth, to ask 

God’s blessing on you and your child, to commit yourselves to bring up this 

child in God’s strength.” I do go on to say that a donation is always gratefully 

received, that that donation should reflect what they are spending on the party, 

and I give them gift aid envelopes. But we don’t do it for the money, and we 

don’t demand anything – God’s welcome is free.  

 

Sometimes we moan we don’t see them much afterwards – but if I went into 

Kids’ Church today and asked how many of those youngsters had been baptised 

here, I bet a lot of hands would go up. Sara Gration is leading our prayers, she 

came back to church in 2007 when Bella was Christened. Now we have a 

trainee Reader, a Kids’ church leader, and a Bella and a Tamsin. If you had said 

“no” to the baptism, or been unwelcoming, if our church was simply a closed 

shop for the people already here, someone would have come to see Jesus, but 

the deep relationship with Him would never have happened.  

 

Baptisms are free, for weddings and funerals there are statutory fees – and, let’s 

be honest, 18 weddings this year are going to help the finances. It’s lovely that 



we have a good relationship with the West Mill, it’s lovely that they recommend 

us to couples, it’s lovely that we can affirm and be part of the economic life of 

the village. It means a lot of work for a lot of people – and thank you – but it’s 

worth doing. One reason our expenditure will increase is because we are now 

employing Caroline as administrator for our two churches. Volunteers are great, 

but when we are dealing with things as important as weddings (and funerals) we 

must be professional, do things properly, and that does involve spending money. 

(And a huge thanks to Caroline for all the work she has done for this Campaign 

– we, the team, could have done it ourselves, but it has been much easier with 

help).  

 

We have some lovely services, we welcome some lovely people – so far we 

haven’t had a huge influx of wedding couples becoming regular worshippers, 

but I dare to believe that if we welcome people in their 20s, if we give them a 

good experience of church, if we help them see Jesus – I dare to believe that 

they may come to a deeper relationship. It may not happen immediately, most 

of us may be long gone before it does – but I have no doubt we are laying 

foundations for the future.  

 

As well as welcoming others, let’s be honest, we want our church for us. We get 

so much out of worship – as we sing, as we listen, as we share the sacrament. 

We get so much out of friendship – Julie and I are so grateful to you all for your 

welcome and continuing support. We want the church to be here for us. I have 

the pleasure of organising a wedding for my daughter – and it’s always lovely 

when it’s children/grandchildren of church people that we are baptising or 

marrying, and you can tell them we’re always glad to see them. We’re also 

aware that many of us will come here for a special service – one service we 

won’t walk in to. We want to know that when our lives are drawing to a close, 

there will be a church community, and a Vicar, who will visit, will care, will 

pray – will help us to see Jesus, and hang on to him through the darkest hours of 

life. When I’m asked to visit in hospital, I don’t send anyone a bill for my 

attendance, even though it will have cost a few quid to get there and park and 

get back – as a church, we care, and that caring can have a financial implication.  

 

In your envelope one leaflet gives you a picture of some of the things we have 

done in this church last year. Have a look at it when you get home – and be a bit 

proud of all the ways we have helped people to see Jesus. This next week we 

will have five school services – one for the Old Vicarage, four for Walter 

Evans. That’s a lot of children who will see Jesus, and a lot of parents. I wish 

that, once they’d seen him, they would follow him as their Lord and Saviour – 

but even if they don’t go that far, I have no doubt that being here, worshipping 

together, these are things that benefit them, and benefit our community. We are 

the village church – and the sheer fact of this building points to God. I disagree 



with those in the Church of England who tell us we don’t need buildings, we 

need mission – yes, we need mission, we need outreach, we need to be where 

people are, and this building is a huge part of our ministry. This symbol of 

God’s presence in the middle of our community, having the doors open and 

welcoming people in, that is mission and outreach. We could save a lot of 

money if we didn’t have this place – but we do, and it’s special, and we need 

the finance to maintain it. This financial aspect of our church life is one we can 

share with others – but we have to show them it is their church, we have to 

make them feel welcome and involved, and that in itself takes time, effort, and 

money.  

 

There’s a leaflet called “My church, my challenge, my choice” and I debated 

whether to call it “Our church, our challenge, our choice” – after all, we are in 

this together. But we are individuals, and our finances are individual, and our 

response to God is individual. I do not tell anybody what to give, we will never 

say “unless you pay X amount a week” you will not be welcome, each of us – 

including – is asked to look at what we need, what we give, and in prayer to ask 

God to help us, guide us, and challenge us. I commented in the magazine how 

much I spent on one afternoon chasing trains, I know how much I spend on 

railway magazines every month, I know how much our university course is 

costing, I know how much we spend in the University café on the mornings 

when we’re in lectures. My Christian faith, our Christian faith, my support of 

God’s work, our support of God’s work, helping others see Jesus – I should 

value it, and finance it, properly; we should value it, and finance it, properly. 

God didn’t give us the small change – he sent his Son.  

 

There is a Response Card, and please will you respond. If you sit and think and 

pray and come to the conclusion that you can do no more than you already are – 

that is OK. Please respond and tell us, then we know you’ve thought and 

prayed, and support the work we are doing. If you already give regularly, thank 

you – can you increase what you give? If you just give occasionally, could you 

help regularly, please? We do need to get our income up by about £173 a week 

– not just this week, but every week - and we need as many as possible to help 

with that financial challenge. The response card needs to go in the envelope and 

get back to Clive – Clive, wave at us. We’d like it back over the next couple of 

weeks please, we want to be able – on Sunday 15 April – to say “our Campaign 

has increased our weekly giving by hopefully at least £173 a week.” We need 

everybody to want a church which is doing God’s work, which is open, 

welcoming, caring, challenging, a place of music and laughter, of prayer and 

action. “Sir, we would see Jesus” – that’s what we’re here for.  

 

We don’t do this alone. There is a very practical sheet in the envelope about the 

Parish Giving Scheme. It’s a new Church of England scheme to handle direct 



debits – the Church as a whole coming up with something that benefits us in 

this place. Most of us pay our regular bills by direct debit, most of us make 

charitable donations by direct debit – could you please do that with your regular 

donation to the church? It is more efficient, it saves Clive and the finance team a 

huge amount of work not having to deal with yellow envelopes, it means the tax 

back gets sorted out properly. Of course envelopes are still available and will be 

gratefully received – but please have a look and see if you can use the new 

Scheme.  

 

Most importantly, you have a little yellow Prayer Card. It’s been laminated and 

cut to size. Stick it on your desk, fasten it to the fridge, use it as a bookmark – 

whatever you do, pray it. We do not run this church in our strength, we do not 

have to face these challenges simply as human beings – Jesus calls us, and we 

bring others to Him. 

 

Let’s pray … 

 

Christ has no body now but yours 
No hands, no feet on earth, but yours. 

Yours are the eyes with which he sees, 
Yours are the feet with which he walks, 

Yours are the hands with which he blesses all the world.  
  

The prayer of St Teresa of Avila 

  
Lord, bless us and your church, may we celebrate your love, 

and respond to your call to share that love with all. Amen.  
  

 


