
ST MATTHEW’S BICENTENARY STEERING 
COMMITTEE 
Meeting no 1 at Nic’s house on 31st October 2018 

Those present 
Nic Barnard, John Bishop, David Brierley, Carol 
Girling, Geoff Howell, Peter Taylor, John Worthy. 

Apologies 
Peter Barham, Richard Hughes. 

Notes 
The key celebration dates are:  
 Saturday 22 June (celebration day) 
 Sunday 23 June (church service with Bishop Jan) 
 Monday 24 June (200th Anniversary of the church’s consecration) 
 Sunday 30 June (Joint service with St Ed’s to mark the end of celebrations) 
Our events will focus on these dates. 
The Diocesan Missioner Jason Kennedy is taking the morning service at St Matthew’s on 2 
December and will lead a discussion afterwards on ideas for the celebration. In the 
meantime, we are meeting to form a view on the structure of the celebrations. This will also 
be an opportunity to recruit leaders for the various elements of the celebrations. 

Proposals 
All church and local groups should be informed of the key dates and invited to take part in 
the celebrations. 
Walter Evans and Old Vicarage Schools should be notified of the key dates and invited to 
take part. 
Initial thoughts for the celebration are: 
Saturday 22: Open church with exhibition, cream tea and evening concert. 
Sunday 23: Open church with Celebration service and exhibition. 
Monday 24: Open church with 200th anniversary celebration and exhibition. Exhibition to 
continue until Sunday 30. It was noted that 24th is WE School’s Founder’s Day and that 
whilst they do not usually celebrate in church they may wish to on this occasion. This 
needs clarification before planning Monday’s format. 
The concert should feature all three choirs, amongst other possibilities. It should be a party 
to involve all the village. 
Ideas for the exhibition included:  
 A permanent representation of St Matthew and his discipleship. 
 A large display of church anniversary cards from each of the schoolchildren. 
 A historical timeline around the church, based on the work by John Bishop. 
 A well-dressing outside the church. 
It was noted a publicity coordinator would be need to promote the event externally. 
The Steering Committee will meet again in late November, chaired by Nic and John W, at a 
date to be confirmed. 
        
Nic B and John W


