
200th anniversary of St Matthew’s Consecration – celebration planning. (5) 

 

St Matthew’s Church was consecrated on Thursday 24 June 1819 on the 55th birthday of Walter Evans. 

It was also St John the Baptist Day. This date falls on a Monday in 2019. 

N.B. Queen Victoria and Prince Albert were born in this year. The King was George III (he died in 1820 aged 81). 

 

Framework Proposal: 

Theme: ‘The Great Commission’– Matthew 28, 19-20 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 

the age.” 

 

Maximise the use of the talents of both St. Matthew’s and St. Edmunds e.g. flowers and displays, catering, choir, guides, 

procession(s), booklet(s), photography etc. 

  

Sat 22nd – Floral Displays on the first weekend (and throughout the week while flowers last); 

                 bringing ‘alive’ the ‘Unseen Host’ who were the worshipping Church over nearly 200 years. 

                                                 BIG AND BOLD! 

▪ Theme: memorials in the church, telling the story of some of the commemorated people  

• A4 synopsis of their lives and contribution 

• Display to highlight something from their lives 

• Appropriately dressed, life size dummies (mannequins) to bring the people to life 

• Each ‘person’ given to specific groups e.g. W.E and O.V. schools, choir, Arts and Crafts at both 

churches, RBL 

• Coordinated by our Flower and Crafts Groups 

o Displays of photographs of baptisms, confirmations and weddings held in St Matthew’s church 

▪ Ask our congregation and contacts for photos (preferably scanned by them and emailed) 

o Displays (‘post its’) of quotations from St Matthew’s Gospel. 

o Display of the life and work of Saint Matthew (W.E school?) 

o Displays in the F.R. of photos of recent church activities (from Parish Magazines?) 

o Procession from the Mills to the Church to start the commemorations: 

▪ Cross, banner, robed choir, Old Banner from baptistry, congregation(s) and school children dressed in period 

costumes (their choice) 

▪ Very short service of ‘re-dedication’ – prayer, familiar hymn, blessing 

▪ Food (strawberries and cream?) and drink in F.R and time for people to look round 

▪ Choir recording playing (see later) 

▪ History booklets to sell (see later) 

▪ Guides present to tell people about the church, churchyard and crypt, and the exhibits 

▪ History pictures scrolling round on a screen in the W.E. Room? 

 

Sun 23rd – Joint Celebration service with The Bishop and Archdeacon (and previous Vicars invited); 

     (Could be on the 30th if Bishop can’t make the 23rd  but this is often Ordination Sunday at the Cathedral) 

     (Need to remember seating capacity, don’t want just ‘invitees’ and no room for the congregation!) 

     (Use Walter Evans’ chalice and other silver plate) 

 

Mon 24th - Actual consecration date, and Founder’s Day at W.E. School 

• Services for W.E. pupils – they could come in their costumes? 

• Church open for people to look round. Guides present. Food and drink available. 

 

Tues 25th - Sat 29th - church (and crypt) open for Floral Displays etc. Some event each evening. Suggestions: 

• a concert with joint church choirs and Gareth’s ensemble (David Johnson had proposed this for 2017?) 

• a concert with the W.E. and O.V. Schools 

• St Benedict’s orchestra and choir (reaching out across the A6?) 

• Jazz concert (Olivia Barnard’s group – ‘Hothouse’) 

• X Martin Eades’ orchestra [currently leaderless and might have to disband] 

• Rev David Perkins 

NB. Time will be needed on Wednesday to remove (or refresh) the flowers. Evening probably available.  

 

Sun 30th – Joint ‘Benefice’ Choral Communion and Evensong Services (it's a 5th Sunday) 

                    to 'send us out with joy'. 

 

Should there be further events during 2019? For example: 

• Organ recital(s)? Previous/associated organists: e.g. Michael Halls, Matthew Halls, David Johnson 

• Ask each of the previous vicars to come individually to preach (and reminisce) 

(Sing their favourite hymns and anthem?) 

• A Songs of Praise for the D.A. Groups – their choices of hymns, songs and readings – their displays in church 

  



 

1. Guiding Principles for activities 

1.1. Focus on St Matthew’s – what it has been, and achieved, and what it aims to achieve for the Parish as part of the 

United Benefice. 

1.2. Don’t get swamped by Darley Abbey Day objectives or Village History 

1.3. An outreach, rather than a fund raising event, but would like to break even. 

 

1.4. Involve the whole Parish and use local talent where possible 

1.4.1. Walter Evans School 

1.4.2. The Old Vicarage School 

1.4.3. St Benedict’s School – (They made the metal Easter Cross) 

1.4.4. St Mary’s Primary School  

1.4.5. Mill Businesses 

1.4.5.1. Micro Brewery – a special Ale and/or cider? 

1.4.5.2. Photography – pictures of the church and contents for articles and publicity? 

1.4.5.3. Publishing – the booklets? 

1.4.5.4. Displays – banners, posters? 

1.4.5.5. Hosting a Village Party? 

1.4.5.6. Souvenir(s) – The Service booklet(s), Concert Programmes, History booklet(s), Choir recording? 

  (Warning on the Internet that sophisticated memorabilia often doesn’t sell) 

   (A competition for the front cover(s) for the primary schools – including St. Mary’s ?) 

1.4.6. The Paper Mill – display publicity – sell the special ale/cider 

1.4.7. The Abbey Pub – display publicity – sell the special ale/cider 

1.4.8. Shops – display publicity 

1.4.9. Groups 

1.4.9.1. D.A. Community Association – vital for communication re Darley Day 

1.4.9.2. D.A. Group of Groups 

1.4.9.3. D.A Historical Society – their archives 

1.4.9.4. W.I 

1.4.9.5. The RBL – War grave and memorials in our churchyard and church 

1.4.9.6. Scouts  

1.4.9.7. Cricket Club 

1.4.9.8. Rugby Club 

1.5. Set up a ‘200th Anniversary’ specific website 

1.6. Commemoration event photographer to create a ‘scrap’ book of the celebrations for sale. 

1.7. Local Publicity needed. Appoint an Officer. Leaflet the whole Parish. 

1.8. Be self-funding where possible, or funded from other celebration activities. 

1.9. What money can we set aside? How much do we need (estimates needed)? 

1.10. Have to be achievable within the timeframe. Build on research and contacts already begun.  

1.11. Overall leadership of specific activities from within the Churches 

 

2. Preparatory Activities 

 

2.1. An exhibition of old records or silverware? 

 

2.2. Projects of longer lasting benefit to the Church and the Community 

2.2.1. Displays/Art Work – permanent 

2.2.1.1. An art work (e.g. painting, sculpture, wall hanging) 

  for inside the Church based on St Matthew. Get the schools involved? 

2.2.2. Church Fabric Improvements 

2.2.2.1. Choir Seating 

2.2.2.2. Church Heating 

 

2.3. A Choir recording of 200 years of Church Music 

 

2.4. Commemoration Book(let) - A timeline of interesting and significant events 

(could be split into “Evans’ Patronage” and “Evans Heritage”) 

(readable, anecdotal, lots of Photos/Illustrations. Ponteland Booklets examples of good practice. 

[I have deleted the details of research already done] 


